


Propagating Monstera: Step-by-step
Instructions

Propagating Monstera requires meticulous preparation and the
appropriate tools. Begin by sterilizing pruning shears with isopropyl
alcohol and make sure they are sharp. 

Select a healthy, deep green cutting with at least one node and aerial
roots, making a clean cut below the node. Submerge the cutting in a
transparent container with room-temperature water, making certain
the node is fully submerged. 
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Place in bright, indirect light and maintain a temperature of 20–25°C.
Change the water every 5–7 days. Once roots reach 2–3 inches, shift
to a well-draining soil mix in a sterilized pot with adequate drainage.
Proper care will yield best results.

Key Takeaways
Use sterilized pruning shears to take a 4–6 inch cutting with at
least one node and healthy leaves.

Submerge the cut end with the node in a transparent container
of room-temperature water.

Place the container in bright, indirect sunlight and maintain a
temperature between 20–25°C (68–77°F).

Change the water every 5–7 days to prevent bacterial growth
and ensure adequate oxygenation.

Transfer to soil when roots reach 2–3 inches, using a well-
draining mix of peat moss, perlite, and orchid bark.

•

•

•

•

•
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Choosing the Right Tools

Selecting the appropriate tools is vital for the successful propagation
of Monstera plants, ensuring both precision and plant health. 

The initial step involves gathering sterilized pruning shears or a
sharp knife, as these instruments are essential for making clean cuts
with minimal damage to the plant tissue.

Utilizing sterilized tools prevents the transmission of pathogens,
thereby safeguarding the plant’s overall health. Equally important is
a rooting hormone, which can greatly enhance the chances of
successful root development. 
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Rooting hormones, available in both powder and gel forms, contain
auxins that stimulate root growth when applied to the cut end of the
Monstera stem.

A clean glass or plastic container filled with water or a well-draining
propagation medium, such as perlite or sphagnum moss, is vital for
the rooting process. The container should be transparent to monitor
root development without disturbing the cutting.

Additionally, a spray bottle filled with distilled water is useful for
maintaining adequate humidity levels around the cutting, especially
if a propagation dome or plastic bag is employed. 

Ensuring proper humidity helps in reducing water loss through
transpiration, promoting healthy root growth.

Lastly, having a pair of latex or nitrile gloves can protect both the
plant and the propagator from potential irritants.
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Selecting a Healthy Cutting

A significant step in Monstera propagation involves identifying and
obtaining a healthy cutting, which serves as the foundation for
successful root development. 

To guarantee ideal growth, it is imperative to select a cutting that
exhibits robust characteristics, such as vibrant foliage and intact
nodes. 

The cutting should ideally feature at least one node, a segment of the
stem where leaves and roots emerge, as this is essential for root
induction.
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Below is a table delineating key factors to evaluate when selecting a
healthy Monstera cutting:

When extracting the cutting, opt for a segment from a mature,
healthy Monstera plant. The selected cutting should be
approximately 4–6 inches in length to provide sufficient material for
rooting. 

By meticulously choosing a cutting that aligns with these criteria,
one lays the groundwork for a vigorous and thriving propagated
Monstera.
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Preparing the Cutting

When preparing your Monstera cutting, select a healthy stem with at
least one node and a few leaves.

Use sterilized, sharp pruning shears to make a clean cut just below
the node, ensuring minimal tissue damage.

This procedure reduces the risk of infection and promotes ideal root
development.
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Choosing Healthy Stem
To guarantee successful propagation of Monstera, it is essential to
choose a healthy stem for cutting. Selecting an appropriate stem
guarantees robust growth and increases the likelihood of successful
rooting.

A healthy stem should exhibit several significant characteristics,
which are indicative of its vitality and potential for propagation.

When identifying a suitable stem, consider the following attributes:

Vigorous Growth: Opt for stems that show signs of active
growth. These stems are generally thicker and exhibit healthy,
green coloration.

Leaf Health: Choose stems with vibrant, unblemished leaves.
Avoid stems with yellowing, browning, or damaged foliage, as
these may indicate underlying health issues.

Node Presence: Verify that the stem has at least one node.
Nodes are the points on the stem where leaves and roots can
develop, making them essential for successful propagation.

No Pest Infestation: Inspect the stem for any signs of pests or
disease. Stems that are pest-free are more likely to propagate
successfully.

•

•

•

•
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Length and Firmness: Select a stem that is sufficiently long and
firm. A length of approximately 4–6 inches is ideal, providing
enough material for the cutting while guaranteeing sufficient
energy reserves.

Cutting Below Node
Selecting the ideal location for making the cut is essential in
Monstera propagation. The most critical factor to take into account
is the presence of a node, a small protrusion along the stem where
leaves, aerial roots, and new growth develop. 

Nodes are biological powerhouses, rich in meristematic tissue,
which contain undifferentiated cells capable of generating new plant
structures.

To prepare the cutting, identify a healthy stem with at least one node
and a leaf. It is advisable to choose a segment with a robust node,
preferably one with visible aerial roots, as these roots will expedite
the plant’s establishment process post-propagation. 

Measure approximately one-half to one inch below the node to make
the incision. This guarantees ample stem for water uptake and
rooting hormone application, if used.

Position the cutting tool at a 45-degree angle to maximize the
surface area for root development, enhancing the cutting’s ability to

•
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absorb water and nutrients. This angle also reduces the risk of
damage to the node.

Confirm the cutting includes a leaf to facilitate photosynthesis,
which supports the cutting’s energy needs during root formation. By
meticulously preparing the cutting, you lay a strong foundation for
successful Monstera propagation.

Using Clean Tools
Securing the use of clean tools is paramount in Monstera
propagation to prevent contamination and disease transmission. A
sterile environment minimizes the risk of introducing pathogens
that could compromise the health of your plant cuttings.

The following steps outline the proper preparation of tools for
effective and safe propagation:

Disinfect Your Tools: Prior to cutting, sterilize all equipment,
such as pruning shears and knives, using isopropyl alcohol (70%
concentration) or a 10% bleach solution. This will eliminate
most bacteria and fungi.

Use Sharp Instruments: Verify that your cutting tools are sharp
to create a clean cut. Dull blades can crush plant tissues,
increasing susceptibility to infections and hindering root
development.

•

•
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Clean Between Cuts: If you are taking multiple cuttings,
disinfect your tools between each cut. This practice prevents
cross-contamination between different plant sections.

Wear Gloves: Use disposable gloves to handle the cuttings.
Gloves prevent the transfer of oils and contaminants from your
hands to the plant.

Store Tools Properly: After use, clean and dry your tools
thoroughly before storing them in a dry, ventilated area. Proper
storage maintains their sterility and prolongs their lifespan.

•

•

•
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Rooting in Water

Rooting Monstera cuttings in water is a widely adopted method due
to its simplicity and high success rate. To initiate this process, select
a healthy Monstera stem with at least one node and an
accompanying aerial root.

Using sterilized pruning shears, make a clean cut just below the
node. Submerge the cut end of the stem in a container filled with
room-temperature water, guaranteeing that the node and aerial root
are fully immersed.
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It is advisable to use a transparent container to facilitate monitoring
of root development and water clarity. Position the container in an
area with bright, indirect light, maintaining a consistent temperature
between 20–25°C (68–77°F). Change the water every 5–7 days to
prevent bacterial growth and guarantee adequate oxygenation.

Root formation typically commences within 2–4 weeks,
characterized by the emergence of white roots from the node. It is
essential to wait until the roots reach a length of approximately 2–3
inches before considering further propagation steps.

During this period, avoid sudden environmental changes to mitigate
stress on the cutting. This method not only promotes root
development but also provides an opportunity for visual assessment
of the rooting progress, guaranteeing ideal conditions for successful
propagation.
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Transitioning to Soil

To guarantee a successful changeover from water to soil, begin by
selecting a pot with adequate drainage holes to prevent
waterlogging.

Next, prepare a soil mix that combines equal parts of peat moss,
perlite, and orchid bark to provide ideal aeration and moisture
retention.

Gently transfer the rooted cutting into the prepared pot, ensuring
that the roots are evenly distributed and covered with soil.
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Preparing the Pot
Preparing the pot for shifting your Monstera cutting to soil is a
critical step that requires meticulous attention to detail.

Ascertaining the pot is appropriately prepared can considerably
impact the successful adaptation and growth of your cutting.

Follow these precise instructions to guarantee ideal conditions for
your Monstera.

Sterilize the Pot: Begin by thoroughly cleaning and sterilizing
the pot to eliminate any potential pathogens. Use a solution of
one-part bleach to nine parts water.

Drainage Holes: Confirm that the pot has adequate drainage
holes to prevent waterlogging, which can lead to root rot. A
minimum of three to four holes is recommended.

Size Appropriateness: Select a pot that is proportional to the
cutting size. A pot that is too large can retain excessive moisture,
while a smaller pot may restrict root growth.

Layering Materials: Add a layer of gravel or small stones at the
bottom of the pot. This enhances drainage and prevents soil
from clogging the holes.

1.

2.

3.

4.
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Pot Placement: Position the pot in a location with indirect
sunlight and stable temperatures, as these conditions are
conducive to root growth and overall plant health.

Soil Mix Selection
Ensuring the pot is meticulously prepared, the next step involves
selecting an appropriate soil mix to support the Monstera cutting’s
shift to soil. 

The ideal soil composition must facilitate both drainage and
aeration while providing essential nutrients. A balanced mixture
typically consists of 40% peat moss, 30% perlite, and 30% orchid
bark.

Peat moss retains moisture without becoming waterlogged, vital for
preventing root rot. Perlite enhances soil aeration, ensuring that
oxygen adequately reaches the roots. Orchid bark contributes to the
structure, allowing for ideal root expansion and stability.

To prepare the mix, first, combine the peat moss and perlite in a
clean container. Thoroughly moisten this mixture to activate its
properties. 

Next, integrate the orchid bark, ensuring uniform distribution
throughout the mix. The resultant substrate should be loose and
well-draining yet capable of retaining sufficient moisture.

5.
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Before planting, it is advisable to sterilize the soil mix by baking it at
180°F (82°C) for 30 minutes. This step mitigates the risk of
introducing pathogens that could harm the young Monstera cutting.

With the soil mix prepared, gently transfer the rooted cutting into
the pot, ensuring the roots are adequately covered but not
compacted.

Caring for the New Plant

Once the propagation process is successful, it is crucial to provide
excellent care for the new Monstera plant to guarantee robust
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growth. Proper care of the new plant involves managing
environmental conditions, watering practices, and nutrient supply.

Firstly, verify the new Monstera is placed in an area with indirect
sunlight. Direct exposure can cause leaf burn, while insufficient
light can hinder growth. 

Aim for a temperature range between 18°C to 27°C to foster ideal
development. Consistent humidity levels around 60% are beneficial,
as Monstera plants thrive in humid conditions.

Water the plant thoroughly but allow the top inch of soil to dry out
between waterings to prevent root rot. Use a pot with drainage holes
to facilitate proper water flow. Fertilize the Monstera every 4–6
weeks with a balanced, water-soluble fertilizer to provide essential
nutrients.

Here are key care points:

Lighting: Place in bright, indirect sunlight.

Temperature: Maintain a range of 18°C to 27°C.

Humidity: Keep humidity levels around 60%.

Watering: Water thoroughly, letting the top inch of soil dry out
between waterings.

•

•

•

•
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Fertilization: Apply a balanced, water-soluble fertilizer every 4–
6 weeks.

Conclusion
To summarize, propagating Monstera involves a systematic
approach akin to following a precise recipe. The process entails
selecting appropriate tools, choosing a healthy cutting, and
meticulously preparing it for rooting.

Rooting can be effectively achieved in water before shifting the new
plant to soil. Proper care for the new plant is essential to guarantee
robust growth. 

Each step, executed with scientific accuracy, contributes to the
successful propagation of Monstera, much like the careful execution
of each ingredient results in a flawless dish.

•
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