


The Comprehensive Guide To
Monstera Varieties: Identifying and
Growing Every Type

Monstera varieties, revered for their unique phenotypic traits and
specific cultivation needs, encompass species such as Monstera
deliciosa with its iconic fenestrations, Monstera adansonii featuring
perforated leaves, and the extraordinarily rare Monstera obliqua
distinguished by extensive leaf fenestration. 
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These tropical plants thrive in high humidity, indirect sunlight, and
well-draining, organic-rich soils. The allure extends to Monstera
siltepecana’s silver-veined leaves, Monstera dubia’s shingling habit,
and Monstera peru’s leathery foliage texture. 

Each species exhibits unique adaptations, from the dramatic pinnate
leaves of Monstera subpinnata to the climbing capabilities of
Monstera acuminata, promising detailed insights for enthusiasts.

Key Takeaways
Monstera Deliciosa is known for large, split leaves and requires
indirect sunlight and high humidity for optimal growth.

Monstera Adansonii has smaller, perforated leaves and thrives
in high humidity and filtered sunlight.

Monstera Obliqua is rare with highly fenestrated leaves,
requiring 80–90% humidity and bright, indirect light.

Monstera Siltepecana features silver-veined leaves, needing
indirect light, well-draining soil, and humidity above 60%.

Monstera Peru is notable for its corrugated, dark green leaves,
preferring moderate to high humidity and indirect light.

•

•

•

•

•

2 https://monsterahow.com

monsterahow.com

https://monsterahow.com


Monstera Deliciosa

Why is Monstera deliciosa often referred to as the “Swiss Cheese
Plant”? The epithet arises from its distinctive fenestrations — 
perforations and splits in its leaves — that evoke the appearance of
Swiss cheese. 

This morphological characteristic, known as leaf fenestration,
facilitates light penetration to lower foliage and enhances wind
resistance, thereby optimizing the plant’s survival in its native
tropical rainforests.
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Monstera deliciosa, a member of the Araceae family, thrives in
humid environments with well-draining soil rich in organic matter.
The species exhibits a climbing habit, employing aerial roots to
anchor itself to trees.

The mature leaves can measure up to 90 cm in length, developing
their characteristic splits and holes as they age.

For horticulturists and enthusiasts, Monstera deliciosa offers both
aesthetic and functional value. Its large, glossy leaves serve as
natural air purifiers, while its robust growth habit makes it a staple
in indoor gardening.

Cultivation requires indirect sunlight, consistent moisture, and
occasional feeding with a balanced, water-soluble fertilizer to
sustain its lush foliage.

Understanding Monstera deliciosa’s unique attributes and cultivation
needs not only enhances its ornamental appeal but also aligns with
efforts to promote well-being and environmental sustainability in
spaces designed to serve others.
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Monstera Adansonii

While Monstera deliciosa captivates with its grandiose leaf
fenestrations, Monstera adansonii offers a more intricate and
delicate appeal within the Monstera genus. 

Known for its smaller, perforated leaves, Monstera adansonii, or
Swiss Cheese Plant, presents a distinctive aesthetic characterized by
numerous oval-shaped holes. 

The species is native to Central and South America, thriving in
tropical rainforests where it benefits from high humidity and filtered
sunlight.
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Botanically designated as Monstera adansonii Schott, this species
exhibits a climbing or trailing habit, facilitated by its aerial roots
that anchor to surfaces. It is a hemiepiphytic plant, meaning it
begins its life in the soil and later attaches to trees.

Its leaves, which can reach up to 30 cm in length, display
fenestrations that are crucial for maximizing light capture and
reducing wind resistance — a significant adaptation for its natural
habitat.

Cultivation requires well-draining soil, moderate watering, and
indirect light. The plant’s phenotypic plasticity allows it to adapt to
varying environmental conditions, making it a popular choice for
indoor horticulture.

Regular pruning and support structures enhance its vertical growth,
providing a lush and verdant display that enriches interior spaces.
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Monstera Obliqua

Monstera obliqua, renowned for its exceptionally fenestrated leaves,
exhibits a unique morphological structure that distinguishes it from
other Monstera species.

The care and maintenance of M. obliqua demand precise humidity
and light conditions to replicate its native tropical habitat.

Its rarity and high market value make it a coveted specimen among
collectors and horticulturists.
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Unique Leaf Structure
Renowned for its extraordinary fenestrated leaves, Monstera
obliqua exhibits one of the most unique leaf structures in the plant
kingdom. The leaves are characterized by extensive perforations,
often comprising more hole than leaf blade, which distinguishes this
species from its Monstera counterparts. 

These fenestrations serve a functional purpose by allowing light to
penetrate to lower foliage and reducing wind resistance in its native
tropical environments.

Monstera obliqua’s leaves are remarkably delicate and thin,
resembling fine lacework. Anatomically, the leaf blades exhibit a
series of irregularly spaced fenestrae (holes), formed through a
complex developmental process called programmed cell death
(PCD). 

This process is regulated by genetic factors that dictate the size,
shape, and distribution of the perforations.

The leaf margins are commonly entire, unlike the serrated edges
seen in other Monstera species.

The delicate nature of Monstera obliqua leaves necessitates careful
handling and a stable environment, as they are highly susceptible to
physical damage. The leaves’ unique morphology not only makes this
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species a botanical curiosity but also a coveted specimen among
plant enthusiasts.

Understanding the evolutionary and ecological implications of its
fenestrated leaves provides deeper insight into the adaptive
strategies of Monstera obliqua.

Care and Maintenance
Proper care and maintenance of Monstera obliqua are paramount to
guaranteeing its ideal growth and health. This species, known for its
delicate fenestrations, requires specific conditions to thrive. 

Monstera obliqua demands high humidity levels, ideally between 80–
90%, to mimic its natural tropical habitat. Inadequate humidity can
lead to desiccation of leaf edges, impairing the plant’s overall health.

Lighting is another pivotal factor. Monstera obliqua prospers under
bright, indirect light. Direct sunlight should be avoided as it may
cause leaf scorch.

A well-draining soil mix, enriched with organic matter, is essential.
Regular watering is necessary but should be moderated to prevent
root rot; the soil should remain moist but not waterlogged.

Fertilization should be performed bi-monthly using a balanced,
water-soluble fertilizer during the growing season. Pruning dead or
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damaged leaves promotes healthy growth and prevents disease. 

Vigilance against pests, such as spider mites and mealybugs, is
essential. Implementing routine inspections and using insecticidal
soap, if needed, will maintain plant health.

This meticulous approach guarantees Monstera obliqua remains a
stunning and healthy addition to any indoor garden.

Rarity and Value
Coveted by plant enthusiasts and collectors alike, Monstera obliqua
is celebrated for its extraordinary rarity and high market value. 

This species, belonging to the Araceae family, stands out due to its
distinctive fenestration leaf perforations that constitute over 90% of
its surface area. Such unique morphological characteristics
contribute to its limited availability and subsequent desirability.
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Monstera obliqua is infamously difficult to cultivate, requiring
meticulously controlled environmental conditions, including high
humidity levels (70–90%), indirect yet bright light, and consistently
warm temperatures (18–25°C). 

Its slow growth rate further amplifies its scarcity, as new specimens
are produced at a painstakingly gradual pace.

Consequently, the market price for Monstera obliqua can range from
several hundred to several thousand dollars, contingent upon the
plant’s size and health.

In addition to its horticultural challenges, Monstera obliqua is often
confused with the more common Monstera adansonii, leading to
misidentification and inadvertent purchases. For the discerning
collector, verifying the authenticity of Monstera obliqua through
reputable sources is paramount.

Its rarity not only elevates its market value but also enhances its
status as a prized possession among plant aficionados, underscoring
the importance of expert care and accurate identification.
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Monstera Siltepecana

Distinguished by its unique foliage, Monstera siltepecana is a
fascinating species within the Araceae family, notable for its striking
silver-veined leaves. This species is indigenous to the tropical
regions of Central and South America, thriving mainly in humid,
forested environments.

Monstera siltepecana exhibits a distinctive ontogenetic leaf
development, where juvenile leaves are small with pronounced
silver patterns and mature leaves become larger, darker, and
fenestrated — developing characteristic splits or holes.
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Cultivation of Monstera siltepecana requires a careful balance of
light, humidity, and soil conditions. Ideal growth occurs in indirect,
bright light, mimicking understory forest conditions. The soil should
be well-draining, rich in organic matter, and maintained
consistently moist but not waterlogged.

Humidity levels should ideally remain above 60% to replicate its
natural habitat, thereby preventing leaf browning and promoting
vigorous growth.

Propagation is typically achieved through stem cuttings, ensuring
each cutting has at least one node. Rooting hormone can expedite
root development, although Monstera siltepecana generally roots
readily in water or moist soil.

Its climbing habit necessitates support, such as a moss pole, to
encourage vertical growth and leaf maturation. This species’ striking
appearance and adaptability make it a popular choice for both
novice and experienced horticulturists.
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Monstera Dubia

Following the discussion on Monstera siltepecana, another
intriguing species within the Monstera genus is Monstera dubia.
Known for its distinctive shingling growth habit, Monstera dubia
(Schott) is native to tropical rainforests of Central and South
America. 

This epiphytic aroid exhibits a unique juvenile form in which its
heart-shaped leaves adhere closely to surfaces, such as tree trunks or
moss poles, creating a visually appealing, overlapping pattern.
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Monstera dubia’s leaves undergo significant morphological changes
as the plant matures. In its juvenile stage, the leaves are small and
lack fenestrations. 

However, when the plant reaches greater heights and receives ample
light, the leaves become larger and develop fenestrations,
resembling those of other Monstera species. This transformation is
an adaptive trait that maximizes light capture and enhances
photosynthesis efficiency.

Cultivating Monstera dubia requires a humid environment, well-
draining soil, and indirect light. It thrives in conditions that mimic
its natural habitat, particularly favoring humidity levels above 60%.

For enthusiasts aiming to replicate its natural growth, providing a
vertical support structure is essential. By understanding and
meeting these specific requirements, one can successfully cultivate
and appreciate the unique beauty of Monstera dubia.
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Monstera Pinnatipartita

Monstera pinnatipartita is another fascinating species within the
Monstera genus, renowned for its deeply lobed leaves that display a
striking fenestration pattern as the plant matures. 

Native to the tropical rainforests of Central and South America, this
species thrives in humid, low-light environments, making it ideal for
indoor cultivation.

Its leaves, initially heart-shaped and solid, gradually develop distinct
fenestrations, which enhance both its visual appeal and functional
adaptability by allowing light to penetrate to lower foliage.
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Botanically classified as Monstera pinnatipartita (Schott), this aroid
exhibits a unique climbing habit, utilizing aerial roots to attach itself
to surrounding structures. This trait not only supports its growth but
also provides an opportunity for creative vertical gardening.

Cultivators often employ moss poles or trellises to accommodate this
natural inclination.

Optimal care for Monstera pinnatipartita includes well-draining soil,
consistent moisture, and periodic fertilization with a balanced,
water-soluble formula. Regular pruning helps maintain its shape and
encourages vigorous growth.

Propagation is typically achieved through stem cuttings, ensuring
genetic fidelity and accelerating maturity.
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Monstera Acuminata

Monstera acuminata, distinguished by its elongated, perforated
leaves, thrives in humid environments with indirect light and well-
draining soil.

Ideal growth conditions include maintaining temperatures between
65–80°F and ensuring consistent moisture without waterlogging.

Common care tips emphasize regular pruning to manage its
climbing nature and periodic feeding with a balanced, water-soluble
fertilizer.
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Key Identifying Features
Recognizable by its distinct foliage, Monstera acuminata exhibits
several key identifying features that set it apart from other Monstera
species. Primarily, the leaves of Monstera acuminata are smaller and
more elongated, presenting a lanceolate shape compared to the
broader leaves of Monstera deliciosa.

The foliage typically manifests a dark green hue with pronounced
fenestrations, or natural leaf holes, that contribute to its unique
aesthetic.

In addition, the venation pattern of Monstera acuminata is
particularly remarkable. Each leaf displays a prominent midrib with
secondary veins that are less conspicuous, providing a subtle yet
intricate network of veins that enhances the plant’s visual texture.

This species tends to exhibit a climbing growth habit, utilizing its
aerial roots to anchor itself to supports, which is characteristic of the
Araceae family. Another distinguishing feature is the petiole, which
is relatively slender and can exhibit a slight curvature, aiding in the
plant’s climbing mechanism.

The stems are typically green and can become slightly woody with
age. Monstera acuminata’s overall growth pattern is more restrained
compared to other Monstera varieties, making it a suitable choice for
indoor cultivation where space may be limited.
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Optimal Growth Conditions
Cultivating Monstera acuminata to its fullest potential requires a
thorough understanding of its ideal growth conditions. This species
thrives in environments that mimic its native tropical habitats,
emphasizing the importance of adequate humidity, indirect light,
and well-draining soil. Ensuring these conditions will promote peak
health and vibrant foliage.

Monstera acuminata prefers bright, indirect light, as direct sunlight
can lead to leaf burn. Ideally, situate the plant near east or north-
facing windows.

Humidity levels should be maintained at 60–80%, replicating the
moist atmosphere of tropical rainforests. This can be achieved using
humidifiers or regular misting.

Soil composition is equally critical; a mix that retains moisture yet
drains well will prevent root rot and support healthy growth.

Light: Bright, indirect light; avoid direct sunlight.

Humidity: Maintain 60–80% humidity levels.

Soil: Use well-draining soil that retains adequate moisture.

Maintaining temperatures between 18–27°C (65–80°F) is also
essential. Extremes in temperature can stress the plant, inhibiting

•

•

•
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growth.

Common Care Tips
Understanding ideal growth conditions sets a solid foundation, but
practical care tips are equally important to keep Monstera acuminata
thriving. This species, known for its distinctive fenestrated leaves,
necessitates specific care to flourish.

Firstly, Monstera acuminata benefits from indirect, bright light.
Direct sunlight can scorch its foliage, while insufficient light stunts
growth. Ideal humidity levels range between 60–80%, mimicking its
native tropical habitat. Employing a humidifier or misting the plant
regularly can help achieve this.

Watering should be moderate; overwatering leads to root rot
(Phytophthora spp.), while underwatering results in dehydration.
Make sure the soil medium is well-draining, preferably a mix of peat,
perlite, and orchid bark. Water when the top 2–3 inches of soil feel
dry to touch.

Fertilization is essential during the growing season (spring and
summer). Utilize a balanced, water-soluble fertilizer (20–20–20 NPK)
bi-monthly. Pruning dead or yellowing leaves not only maintains
aesthetics but also prevents potential pest infestations.
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Lastly, repotting every 2–3 years is advisable to accommodate root
growth. Choose a pot 2–3 inches larger in diameter to guarantee
adequate space.

Following these care guidelines will guarantee a healthy and vibrant
Monstera acuminata, thereby enriching your plant collection and
enhancing your environment.

Monstera Standleyana

Monstera standleyana, also known as Philodendron ‘Cobra’, is a
striking aroid species distinguished by its elongated, glossy leaves
adorned with variegated patterns of white, yellow, or cream.
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This species, native to Central America, has garnered significant
attention among plant enthusiasts for its unique foliage and ease of
care.

M. standleyana thrives in tropical climates, preferring bright,
indirect light and a well-draining soil mix that retains moisture
without becoming waterlogged. Its climbing nature necessitates
support structures, such as moss poles, to facilitate healthy vertical
growth.

Key characteristics include:

Elongated, variegated leaves: These leaves can grow up to 15 cm
in length, displaying a fascinating blend of colors.

Rapid growth rate: Under ideal conditions, M. standleyana can
exhibit vigorous growth, making it a rewarding plant for
dedicated caretakers.

Adaptability: It can acclimate to various indoor environments,
provided humidity levels are maintained around 60–80%.

When caring for Monstera standleyana, it is essential to monitor for
common pests such as spider mites and mealybugs, which can be
managed through regular inspection and appropriate treatments.

•

•

•

23 https://monsterahow.com

monsterahow.com

https://monsterahow.com


Monstera Peru

Monstera Peru, known scientifically as Monstera karstenianum, is
distinguished by its uniquely corrugated and dark green foliage,
which sets it apart from other Monstera species.

The plant thrives in moderate to high humidity levels and indirect
light, making it well-suited for indoor cultivation.

Understanding its specific requirements for water and temperature
can greatly enhance its growth and overall health.
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Unique Leaf Texture
Distinct in the domain of Monstera species, Monstera karstenianum,
commonly referred to as Monstera Peru, captivates enthusiasts with
its uniquely textured foliage.

The leaves of Monstera Peru are characterized by their robust,
leathery texture, which differentiates them from the more
commonly smooth or fenestrated leaves of other Monstera species. 

The texture is a direct result of the plant’s adaptation to its native
habitats, where durable foliage is essential for survival in varying
environmental conditions.

The foliage exhibits a striking pattern of deep ridges and valleys,
which not only adds to its aesthetic appeal but also serves functional
purposes:

Increased Surface Area: The textured leaves enhance the plant’s
ability to capture light and perform photosynthesis efficiently.

Water Runoff: The intricate texture aids in channeling water
away from the leaf surface, reducing the risk of fungal
infections.

Structural Integrity: The robust nature of the leaves provides
additional support and resistance against physical damage from
wind or herbivores.

•

•

•

25 https://monsterahow.com

monsterahow.com

https://monsterahow.com


Monstera Peru’s distinctive leaf texture makes it a highly sought-after
species for collectors and horticulturists alike, who appreciate the
blend of form and function that this plant embodies.

This unique feature not only enhances its visual appeal but also
underscores its evolutionary ingenuity.

Ideal Growing Conditions
Nestled within the domain of tropical flora, Monstera karstenianum
thrives best under conditions that mimic its native habitat. 

This species, commonly referred to as Monstera Peru, flourishes in
environments with high humidity levels, ideally between 60% to
80%. Replicating this in indoor settings can be achieved through the
use of humidifiers or regular misting.

Light is another essential factor; Monstera karstenianum prefers
bright, indirect sunlight. Direct exposure can scorch its foliage, while
insufficient light can retard growth. Positioning the plant near an
east or north-facing window often provides the ideal light
conditions.

The substrate should be well-draining, yet moisture-retentive. A
blend incorporating components like perlite, orchid bark, and peat
moss is recommended to facilitate proper aeration and drainage.
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Watering practices should be adjusted to keep the soil consistently
moist but not waterlogged, typically necessitating watering once the
top inch of the soil feels dry to the touch.

Temperature is equally important, with this Monstera species
thriving in a range of 18°C to 27°C (64°F to 81°F). Avoiding cold drafts
and sudden temperature fluctuations will promote robust growth.

Monstera Subpinnata

Among the myriad of enchanting species within the Monstera genus,
Monstera subpinnata stands out with its uniquely elegant foliage and
intricate leaf patterns. 
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Native to tropical rainforests, this species exhibits pinnate leaves that
are deeply divided, creating an almost feather-like appearance. This
characteristic distinguishes it from its more common relatives, such
as Monstera deliciosa.

Monstera subpinnata is particularly favored for its aesthetic appeal
and its easier manageability compared to other Monstera species.
For peak growth, it requires specific care conditions:

Light Requirements: Prefers bright, indirect light but can
tolerate lower light conditions, making it versatile for various
indoor environments.

Watering Needs: Requires consistent moisture, but the soil
should be well-draining to prevent root rot.

Humidity Preferences: Thrives in high humidity, emulating its
natural tropical habitat.

In addition to its visual charm, Monstera subpinnata is valued for its
potential air-purifying properties, contributing to healthier living
spaces.

Its moderate growth rate makes it an excellent candidate for indoor
gardeners seeking a manageable yet striking addition to their
botanical collection. 

•

•

•
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Understanding and catering to its specific requirements guarantees
that Monstera subpinnata remains an engaging and healthy
specimen in any setting.

Conclusion
The intricate world of Monstera varieties, including Monstera
deliciosa, Monstera adansonii, Monstera obliqua, Monstera
siltepecana, Monstera dubia, Monstera acuminata, Monstera
standleyana, Monstera peru, and Monstera subpinnata, reveals the
remarkable diversity within a single genus. 

Coincidentally, the unique morphological traits of each species
underscore the evolutionary adaptability and ecological significance
of Monstera.

Understanding these varieties not only enriches botanical knowledge
but also contributes to the appreciation of plant biodiversity and
conservation efforts.
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